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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
 When United Methodists gather for worship this weekend in Sudbury, across the United States, and around 
the world, the life-saving ministries of the United Methodist Committee on Relief and the role we all play in 
UMCOR’s support will be the focus.  As we participate in this year’s observance of One Great Hour of Sharing, it 
will be my job to encourage all of you to give as generously as you are able, and I will do my job with great 
enthusiasm and joy. 
 If the United Methodist Church had nothing else going for it but the humanitarian efforts of UMCOR (and I 
am firmly convinced that’s definitely not the case), I want to believe that God would keep our faith connection 
alive simply to further UMCOR’s vital work.  In this nation and across the globe, the dollars we invest in UMCOR 
are making a profound difference for thousands of people who have survived terrible tragedies.  Here are two recent 
examples: 
 In Enterprise, AL, and Americus, GA, UMCOR is now picking up the pieces following this month’s 
devastating tornadoes.  Within hours of the storms’ widespread fury, UMCOR sent emergency grants to both 
United Methodist conferences and provided additional support as they work with survivors to make regional 
recovery plans.  While the tornadoes caused significant damage in the areas it strafed, the greatest loss was felt at 
the high school where eight students lost their lives, according to the Rev. Tom Hazelwood, disaster response 
executive for UMCOR.  And thanks to the generosity of all who participated in last year’s One Great Hour of 
Sharing, nothing given to help our neighbors in Alabama and Georgia was absorbed by UMCOR for any of its 
operating costs.  Every gift became a manifestation of Christ’s love in places where a taste of God’s hope and 
healing was desperately needed. 
 Meanwhile, more than 250,000 people recently displaced by flooding in Mozambique are also experiencing 
the love of Christ through the outreach of UMCOR.  According to leaders of the United Methodist Church of 
Mozambique, the needs of survivors who have lost everything due to a month-long deluge of rain are very great.  
Roads have been cut off by flood waters, fallen trees, and mud slides.  So UMCOR is now assisting our United 
Methodist friends in Mozambique to respond.  “Your prayers and answers of hope will be much appreciated in this 
moment of our darkest and most desperate situation,” said Bishop Joao Somane Machado in a recent interview. 
 Some of you know that Wendy and I abstain from eating meat and seafood during Lent.  Our six-week 
annual fast from animal protein makes it possible for us to wear some clothes that haven’t fit well since before 
Christmas.  More importantly, it also reminds us that, for the majority of the world’s inhabitants, our temporary diet 
of simple foods like lentils and tofu is a year-round reality.  And, as we save dollars that otherwise would have been 
spent on meat, fish, and sweets, our small sacrifice also makes it possible for us to give a sacrificial gift during each 
year’s One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Will you join Wendy and me in making some small Lenten sacrifice this week for the sake of solidarity 
with the poor of the world as well as for the ongoing support of UMCOR?  As God has blessed you, please bring a 
generous gift to worship this weekend for Sudbury UMC’s annual observance of One Great Hour of Sharing.  With 
enthusiasm and joy, I encourage you to give from a heart full of love and gratitude for the many blessings God has 
entrusted to you. 

 

       See you in church! 

       Pastor Joel 



 

 
 
Our Prayers Are With… 
 
Prayers Concerns Recorded on March 11 
Please pray for the family, friends and fans of Brad Delp who passed away Friday, March 9, 2007. Brad was the 
lead singer of the Band Boston. 
Please pray for Lisa Papapietro and her family who are with her step-mother for her final days. 
Pray for men and women who are returning from the war in Iraq and Afghanistan to face in adequate medical 
treatment at Walter Reed and elsewhere in the VA System. 
Pray for Carol Ford who anticipates knee surgery March 13, 2007. 
Pray for Bruce Howells and family as they remember the life of his grandmother who died March 5, 2007. 
Pray for Floyd and Marge Stiles. Floyd has learned he has a serious lung disease. 
Pray for the children and parents who were separated by the INS arrests in New Bedford, MA. 
Please pray for the Greenberg family, Ann Marie, children; Alex, Allison and Abigail, husband and father Alan 
Greenberg died unexpectedly this week. 
Please pray for a daughter of a co-worker of Suzanne Lewis just diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
Prayer Celebrations Recorded on March 11 
Jeanne Parent won a gold medal for the 100 IM, a silver for the 50M breast stroke, and silver in the 100M free 
style. She was at Windham, CT High School for the Invitational Olympics for the Special Olympics. 
George Giddings is now home from Emerson hospital. 
 
 
 

Hey Ladies. 
Easter is fast approaching and again it is time to start 
thinking about your “Easter bonnet” to honor the 
memory of Sybil Drake Nix.  For several years now 
many of us have worn what Sybil called an “Easter 
bonnet” on Easter to honor her memory.  For those of 
you who are new to SUMC and didn’t get to know 
Sybil, she was one of SUMC’s  saints, and the 
mother of Donna Mills.   
Sybil loved to wear an “Easter bonnet” on Easter.  
She was also part of the liturgical dancers at SUMC 
when she was in her 80’s.  She was quite a lady.   
So, let’s once again get out our “Easter bonnets” to 

wear on 
Easter 
Sunday to  
honor her 
memory.   I 
am sure 

Sybil is searching the heavenly stores for just  
the right “Easter bonnet” to wear on Easter and has 
gathered all the heavenly liturgical dancers to 

celebrate our risen Lord.  Any questions, call 
Suzanne Lewis 508-624-6779. 
 

Attention!!!!! 
We have an old friend that we are trying to find a 
home for. The desk in the church office is going to be 
cut up for fire wood if we can’t find it a home.   
If you know anyone that can use an heirloom desk 
please contact Paula in the church office at  
978-443-4351. 
The office is being done over and we’re putting all 
new furniture in so, please if you can help find a 
home for the existing desk it would be much 
appreciated. You can have the desk anytime after this 
week. 
Look forward to hearing from someone who needs a 
desk. 
 
Thank you, 
Paula Hiltz 
Office Manager 

 



 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

Thank-Yous to SUMC General 
Endowment Fund 
The Endowment Committee recently received thank 
you notes from recipients of the gifts approved by the 
January Charge Conference. 
 
Marilyn Martino, the Co-President HOPEsudbury 
wrote, “…thank you for your generous $2,500 grant 
to the HOPEsudbury Community Assistance Fund.  
Since its establishment in 2002 the Fund has 
distributed more than $100,000 to Sudbury 
individuals and residents in need. … It’s a service, 
with generous support from groups like yours, we are 
pleased to offer our Sudbury neighbors.” 
 
Elizabeth Zarrella, Director of Development and 
Exernal Affairs, Project Hope wrote, “Our families 
are overjoyed to be in their Made-Over shelter home. 

… All of us at Project Hope, staff and 
families alike, than you from the 
bottom of our hearts for your donation 
of $5,000.” 
 
The Endowment Committee has 
additional funds to be approved for 
distribution by the Charge Conference 
at its late spring 2007 meeting.  Please 
submit ideas or requests to Jay Krone, 
Chair. 

 
 
Usage of Church Rooms 
If anyone needs to use any of the rooms in the main 
church or Hawes Hall please check in with the office 
first and make sure no one is scheduled for that room 
on that particular day or time. 
 
Thank you, 
Paula Hiltz 
Office Manager 

 

Outreach Auction 
 Keep in mind the Outreach Auction scheduled for 
April 21.  Please plan to attend, and make the 
evening even better by offering an enticing donation 
that will lead to serious bidding.  We still need a lot 
of good goods to make this a roaring success. All the 
money we make from the auction will go to the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), 
earmarked for the desperate people of Darfur, in the 
Sudan. 
    We're doing this because an auction offers a 
powerful way to raise a large amount of money that 
can have real impact in 
the lives of refugees 
and other poor people. 
Through UMCOR, 
we'll be supplying 
food, medicines, 
housing and other 
necessities that are 
scarce because of an ongoing civil war in the Sudan, 
a large desert nation in Africa. 
    The auction will be run in two parts.  First will be 
the silent auction in which you bid on an item by 
writing down your name and topping any previous 
bid. After about 45 minutes we'll begin the oral 
action -- the really big, exciting donations -- where 
we traditionally have the most fun and the most 
spirited bidding. There will be an intermission, 
during which bidders can make another run (or runs) 
at the silent auction tables, trying to outbid avid 
competitors. 
    It will be a great evening.  Refreshments will be 
available. And the fun will continue for months as 
winning bidders collect on their purchases. It's a good 
way to bring great people together in new and 
interesting ways. Join us in the fun. Join us in the 
donating and bidding. And join us most of all in 
saving the lives of people in desperate need.  We can 
do it -- joyfully. 
  
Bob Cooke 
Outreach chair 
 978-897-7062 



 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
  

Youth Auction Fundraiser 
Need some help around the house?  Spring clean 
up got you down?  How about that garage...need 
some help getting it organized?  

  
Well...you are in luck!  
The God Squad will be 
having a Youth Auction 
Fundriaser on Sunday, 

March 25 in Hawes Hall.  There will be five 
groups of youth (4 to 5 per group) auctioned off 
to work for a two hour time frame the weekend 
of March 31-April 1.   Groups are auctioned off 
to the highest bidder and all proceeds will 
support their work team trip to Northern Maine 
this summer. 
  
For more information, please contact Andy 
Andrews, our Director of Christian Education.   
  

SATURDAY, MARCH 24 - AN 
IMPORTANT DATE! 
The New England Conference Committee on 
Reconciling Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church is sponsoring an important day for 
United Methodists interested in where our 
denomination is and have hopes of going around 
a major concern of the church, the issues 
surrounding the future of GLBT (gay, lesbian, 

bi-sexual and transgender 
persons) in our 
denomination and local 
churches.  
 
The event is to be held in 
the Auburndale United 
Methodist Church on 

Saturday, March 24, beginning with registration 
at 9;30 and continuing until 3:00 P.M.  The local 
church is providing lunch for all who attend. 
 
In the morning there will be a panel of national 
leaders who are dealing with the issues 
mentioned above.  They are Rev. 
Troy Plummer, executive director of the 
Reconciling Ministries Network, Rev. Kathryn 
Johnson, executive director of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action, Rev. Gilbert 
Caldwell, founder of People of Color and the 
issue of homosexuality in the UMC, Cathy 
Knight, executive Director, Church Within a 
Church Movement, Inc. and Diane DeLap, Co-
Spokesperson of Affirmation, dealing 
specifically with transgender concerns.  
 
In the afternoon those present will hear from the 
Rev. Martin McLee, pastor of Union United 
Methodist Church in Boston, one of the only 
Black reconciling congregations in United 
Methodism, speaking on "The Church and Race:  
“Continuing the Conversation.” 
 
This will be a full and enlightening day.  Cars 
will be leaving the Sudbury UMC parking lot at 
9 A.M. 
 
If you plan to attend, and we hope many will, 
call me at the church, 978-443-6785 and let me 
know so that plans can be made by those 
preparing lunch by Monday, Monday, March 19.  
If I'm not there please leave a message on my 
voice mail. 
 
Dick Harding 
 

  



 

         STEWARDSHIP THROUGH GIVING FOR 2007 – FEBRUARY 
 
         From January 1 through February 28: 
 - Total Pledge Receipts to date:  $78,842 
 - Total Pledge Budget to date:  $88,000 
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Our pledge income continues to be under budget through the second month of 2007 by $9000 (about 
10.5%). Please bring your pledge up to date as soon as possible if you are behind, we need your help as 
bills still need to be paid on time. Thanks for your generous support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Give the Gift of Stephen Ministry  
Nearly twenty members of our Sudbury UMC family 
have been trained as Stephen Ministers and several 
more are now in the process of preparing for this 
care-giving ministry.  Do you know someone who is 
in the midst of a crisis and doesn’t know where to 

turn?  
 Do you know someone who 
is tense, upset, worn-out and 
yearning for a friend to talk 
to, a person who will care?  
To give the gift of Stephen 
Ministry, follow these three 
easy steps:  First, listen and 

care for your friend or loved one, assuring him or her 
that you care.  Second, ask your friend or loved one 
for permission to share his or her need with a trained 
volunteer who can help.  Be sure to mention that 
everything you share will be kept confidential.  
Third, after receiving permission, make the need 
known as promptly as possible to Pastor Joel or to 
another Stephen Ministry Leader.  At Sudbury UMC,  

 
Spaghetti Dinner and  
Dessert Auction 
Saturday March 31, 2007 at 6pm in 
Hawes Hall. 
Sign up to make a wonderful dessert to be 
auctioned off after dinner!!! 
Even if you can’t attend we’d love to have your 
dessert!� 
Proceeds benefit Retreat Scholarships 
Tickets: $5 adults and teens, $3 children,  
family, maximum $20. 
Tickets are available from; 
Nancy Hammerton  John Fraize 
Kristin Murphy   Jason Weeks 
Brad Wood   Liz Cerrato 

Don’t Miss the Fun!!! 
 
 

 
      Soldiers Who Have Returned 

 FromIraq.   
       Jay Uhler, an ordained United Methodist minister, invites soldiers 

who have done a tour of duty in Iraq for a conversation about their 
experience in the U.S. since their return.  Conversations with Jay will 
be totally confidential.  If you have returned or know a soldier who 
has come home from Iraq, please pass this invitation to them.  Jay 
may be contacted at veteran625@att.net with the words “Soldier” in 
the subject line.  Please include your phone number in your e-mail.  
Thank you. these leaders are Sue Kuykendall, Richard Smith, and 
Alice Vannerson.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER 
Contact Information for Andy Andrews, 
Director of Christian Education 
Phone: 978-443-4351 ext. 208 
E-Mail: andy@sudbury-umc.org 
�
Heifer Project and Sunday School��� Every 
year, the Sunday school offering supports Heifer 
Project International along with various other 
outreach organizations.  On Sunday, March 25 we 
will kick off a fundraising campaign to buy 16 flocks 
of baby chicks over an eight week time period.  The 
campaign will begin on April 1 and end on May 20.  
Through Heifer Project International, a flock of baby 
chicks cost $20.  Our goal is to raise $320 over the 
eight week period.  For more information on Heifer 
Project International visit their website at 
www.heifer.org.  If you have any questions about the 
campaign, please contact Andy Andrews. 
�
“Faith Explorer” Home Based Video 
Games for Sunday School 
It’s a new month and that means a new game for 
“Faith Explorer!”  This month’s game is based on 
Mark’s interpretation of Palm Sunday.  To access it 
you need the free SUMC pass code.  The pass code 
and login instruction are available in Sunday school 
or by contacting Andy Andrews, our Director of 
Christian Education.   
�

Infant Nursery Care  
Infant nursery care is available during the service in 
our nursery above the sanctuary.  We are looking for 
those that may be interested in volunteering to watch 
our infants.  The nursery team will consist of two 
people that will be responsible for infant care during 
the service.  The nursery provides audio and visual 
access to the service.  Please contact our nursery 
coordinator, Wendy Guillemette, for more 

information and to sign up for a date that works in 
your schedule.   

Toddlers and Twos 
We currently have very few toddlers, although that 
will soon change as the large number of infants we 
have continue to grow.  For the time being, we will 
combine our toddlers with the two year old Sunday 
school class.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Andy Andrews.  
�
Club 67 (Fellowship for grades 6 and 7) 
April 1:  Community Service Project from 12:00-
2:00PM 
 
God Squad (Education and Fellowship 
for grades 8-12) 
�
March 18:  Theme Event from 4:00-6:00PM at 
SUMC 
 
March 23-24 (Fri-Sat):  Church Lock-In  
 
March 25:  Youth Auction after Church in Hawes 
Hall 
 
March 31 and April 1:  Auction Work Weekend 
�

Safe Sanctuaries 
Sudbury United Methodist Church is a “Safe 
Sanctuaries” congregation.  We are committed to 
providing a safe and secure environment for all 
children, youth and volunteers who participate in 
ministries and activities sponsored by the church.     

Copies of the entire policy are available in the 
Narthex and the Sunday school office.  Please see 
Andy Andrews if you have any questions or would 
like a copy. 

�

�
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Moving? 
 

We want to stay in touch with you! 
Please notify the church of your change of address so we can update 
our records. Thanks! 
 


