
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 23, 2007 
 

During the moments before worship begins we invite you to greet those around you and 

to enjoy the warmth for which we wish to be known. For those new to Sudbury United Methodist 

Church there is information about us in the pew pockets as well as a visitor slip which will give 

us information about you. If you have a concern or celebration you would like to have included 

in the morning prayer, please fill out a prayer card which will be collected by the ushers during 

the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us be in prayer and prepare to worship God. 
 

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 
 

Prelude: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”   Kevin Murphy 
 

Welcome 
 

*Advent Call to Worship: (Isaiah 7: 14b) 
 

 Leader: A young woman is with child and shall bear a son. 

 People: And his name shall be called Emmanuel. 
 

*Opening Hymn: UMH #211  – “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (verses 1-4) 
 

*Opening Prayer: (General Board of Discipleship, USA, 21
st
 cent., alt.) 

 

 O God, we can only admire the righteousness and trust of Joseph, 

  who, in the face of public scorn and humiliation, 

  took upon himself the responsibility of caring for Mary 

  and her unborn child. 

 May his faithfulness be found in our lives, 

  and may your righteousness illumine our path 

  until we see the full light of life everlasting 

  in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
*First Scripture Reading: Matthew 1: 18-25 

This reading is found on page 1 in the New Testament. 
 

Advent Wreath Sung Response:  (“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” stanza 1) 
 

 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old. 

 From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 

 ñPeace on the earth, good will to all, from heavenôs all-gracious Kingò 

 The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 

Children's Time: “Naming Jesus” 
 

Special Music: “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”    Gaither, arr. Hammerton 
 



Second Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-16 

This reading is found on page 636 in the Old Testament. 
 

Sermon: “A Sign from God” 
 

*Hymn of Response: UMH #242 – “Love Came Down at Christmas” 
 

A Time of Fellowship 
 

 Greeting Our Guests 

Concerns and Celebrations 

 Pastoral Prayer 

            The Lordôs Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever. Amen. 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

    Stewardship Moment 

              The Offertory: “Noel We Sing”   Daquin, arr. Biggs 

 *The Doxology: UMH #184 -“Of the Father’s love Begotten” (verse 3) 
 

  Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

  hymn and chant and high thanks-giving, and unwearied praises be:  

honor, glory and dominion, and eternal victory, 

evermore and evermore. Amen. 
   
 

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #246 – “Joy to the World” 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing  
 

Postlude: “When I Awoke and Had Slept Enough”   Dandrieu 
 

Today’s liturgist is Susan Pauley. 

Ted and Donna Mills light this morning’s Advent candles. 

Our greeters today are Christine and Dennis Faucher, Chloe, Gabriel and Marielle. 
 



______________________________________________________________________________

Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 

concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 

richness of God’s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 

of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church   

251 Old Sudbury Road 

Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  

Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy 

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Cherub Choir Director: Kevin Murphy 

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews  

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 

 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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