
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church 



Third Sunday of Advent 

December 16, 2007 

 

During the moments before worship begins we invite you to greet those around you and to enjoy 

the warmth for which we wish to be known. For those new to Sudbury United Methodist Church 

there is information about us in the pew pockets as well as a visitor slip which will give us 

information about you. If you have a concern or celebration you would like to have included in 

the morning prayer, please fill out a prayer card which will be collected by the ushers during the 

second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us be in prayer and prepare to worship God. 
 

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 

Welcome 
 
 

Prelude: From ―La Fiesta de la Posada:‖ ―La Posada‖   Dave Brubeck (b. 1920) 
 
 

*Call to Worship: (Romans 13: 11b-12a) 
 

 Leader: Salvation is nearer now to us than when we became believers. 

 People: The night is far gone, the day is near. 
 

*Opening Hymn: FWS #2100  – ―Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne‖ 
 

*Opening Prayer: (General Board of Discipleship, USA, 21
st
 cent., alt.) 

 

 O God, you command us to be patient in our waiting for Jesusô coming. 

 As the farmer prepares the field and waits for the harvest in patience, 

  may we also prepare our lives and wait patiently for you. 

 When we rush about with shopping, parties, cooking, decorating, 

  and the busyness of these days,  

may we not forget the true reason why we do these things;  

and may we not grumble against one another.  

Keep our hearts strong, O Lord, for your coming is near. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: James 5: 7-10 

This reading is found on page 231 in the New Testament. 
 

Advent Wreath Sung Response:  (―It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,‖ stanza 2) 
 

 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heavenly music floats oôer all the weary world; 

 above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing, 

 and ever oôer its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 



Proclamation: From ―La Fiesta de la Posada‖   Dave Brubeck (born 1920) 
 

Movement 2: ―Procession‖ 

Movement 5: ―Gloria‖ 

Movement 14: ―God’s Love Made Visible‖ 
 

*Hymn of Response: UMH #228 – ―He Is Born‖ 
 

A Time of Fellowship 
 

 Greeting Our Guests 

Concerns and Celebrations 

 Pastoral Prayer 

           The Lordôs Prayer 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever. Amen. 
 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

              The Offertory: ―Maria Zart‖   Schlick 
 

 *The Doxology: UMH #184 -―Of the Father’s Love Begotten‖ (stanza 3) 
 

  Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

  hymn and chant and high thanks-giving, and unwearied praises be:  

honor, glory and dominion, and eternal victory, 

evermore and evermore. Amen. 
   
 

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #243 – ―From a Distant Home‖ 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing  
 

Postlude: From ―La Fiesta de la Posada:‖ ―La Pinata‖  Dave Brubeck (b. 1920) 
 

Today’s liturgist is Richard Morris. 

Janet and Robbie Paulsen light this morning’s Advent candles. 

This morning’s greeters are Nathalie and Chris Mason, Oliver and Marielle. 



______________________________________________________________________________

Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 

concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 

richness of God’s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 

of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church   

251 Old Sudbury Road 

Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  

Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy 

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Cherub Choir Director: Kevin Murphy 

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews  

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 

 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

 

mailto:sumc@sudbury-umc.org
http://www.sudbury-umc.org/
mailto:pastordick@sudbury-umc.org


Sudbury United Methodist Church 
 

December 16, 2007 

 

Home for the Holidays 

 

Welcome to Sudbury UMC!  We invite visitors to make our church their spiritual home for the holidays.  Help us 

get to know you by signing your pew’s attendance pad and by introducing yourself midway through worship.  We 

also invite you to join us for coffee and fellowship after worship.  Exit the sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, 

climb three stairs, turn left, and follow the long corridor to the smell of coffee and the sound of conversation.  Or 

stop at our Welcome and Info Station near the front door where a host will greet you and answer your questions.  

Remember!  Please make yourself at home! 

 

Looking for a Home 

 

Like the Mexican festival on which Dave Brubeck’s ―La Fiesta de la Posada‖ is based, our choir’s long-anticipated 

performance of this jazz classic is still looking for a home in Sudbury UMC’s busy holiday season calendar.  Last 

week’s snowy forecast compelled worship planners to shorten the fifteen-movement cantata to today’s preview of 

the concert now planned for Sunday, December 30, at 9:30 a.m.  In Mexico and other Latino countries, 

neighborhood processions to ―la posada,‖ the inn that finally welcomed Mary and Joseph, typically begin on the 

evening of December 16 and conclude on Christmas Eve.  This weekend’s snowy weather will delay things a few 

weeks.  But the time our singers and musicians have invested in Brubeck’s masterpiece will not be lost.  ―La Fiesta 

de la Posada‖ will find a home before the Twelve Days of Christmas are over. 

 

Barn Sing TodayðWeather Permitting! 

 

Sudbury UMC’s annual Advent Workshop and Barn Sing, scheduled for today from 3:00 till 4:00 p.m., is on hold 

pending the inclement weather forecasted late last week.  If it is safe to travel, we will gather as planned in Hawes 

Hall for an Advent Workshop to make holiday crafts, decorate cookies, and trim the Christmas tree.  Then the Barn 

Sing will follow from 4:00 till 5:00 p.m.  But if the snow and ice predicted for this afternoon make travel unsafe, the 

event will be postponed or cancelled.  Stay tuned! 

 

Final Sunday for ñTiny Pigsò  

 

Since the middle of September, Club 67’s ―Tiny Pigs‖ scavenger hunt has been lots of fun for our whole church and 

amazingly fruitful for Heifer Project International.  With $2,326 in the bank, our 6
th

 and 7
th

 graders have collected 

enough to send nineteen pigs to low-income farmers in the United States and around the world.  The offspring of 

these animals will be shared with recipients’ neighbors, doubling the effect of our giving.  If you see one of the 89 

handmade pigs sold by Club 67 hiding in our church, please lead it back to Hawes Hall after worship.  There its 

owner can redeem it for $1.00 before taking it home for a well-earned retirement.  And stay tuned for next week’s 

final report! 

 

Directions to the Family Room 

 

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Parents who wish to try our Family Room with visual and aural access 

to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both stair wells.  Attendants invite parents to stay or will care for 

children while parents worship.   

 



Large Print Worship Books 

 

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The United Methodist Hymnal and The Faith We Sing 

are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

Bible Studies for Advent 

 

At 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in December, an Advent study titled ―While We Wait‖ is being offered in the 

O’Reilly Gathering Room.  Pre-school aged children are welcome to participate in a concurrent playgroup in the 

Mom-Tot Room.  On Mondays at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Joel leads ―Mary Had a Baby,‖ a study based on African-

American spirituals, in Davison Chapel.  Both Advent studies are open to all who wish to attend. 

 

Martin Luther King Day Breakfast 

 

The Social Justice and Outreach Commissions invite you to observe Martin Luther King Day by attending an 8:00 

a.m. prayer breakfast to be held at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center on Monday, January 21.  Five 

tables seating a total of 50 members and friends from Sudbury UMC and Greenwood Memorial UMC have been 

reserved.  A contribution of $35 will hold your reservation.  Transportation from our church parking lot will be 

provided.  To reserve your seat, please contact Caryl Walsh at 978-970-1101. 

 

Staff Christmas Gifts 

 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee invites contributions to the Christmas gifts to be shared later this month with 

our staff members.  Please write checks to ―Sudbury UMC,‖ noting ―Staff Christmas Gift‖ on the memo line.  Then 

place your donation in the SPRC mail slot in the church office or mail it to Karen Krone, 64 Meadowbrook Circle, 

Sudbury, MA 01776, or Patty Houpt, 20 Oak Hill Road, Sudbury, MA 01776.  Thanks! 

 

Christmas Eve at Sudbury UMC 

 

On Christmas Eve, come and worship the Christ Child at one or more of the following services.  At 4:00 p.m. 

Church School students will present ñLas Posadas,ò a dramatic rendition of the Latino Christmas caroling tradition.  

Later, at 8:00 p.m., Pastor Joel will preach during a service that will include ―Stations of the Nativity,‖ choral music, 

carols, and a candlelight benediction.  Finally, Pastor Joel’s Christmas Eve sermon will be followed by a celebration 

of Holy Communion during a service that will begin at 11:00 p.m. and conclude close to midnight.  Since seating is 

typically tight during these special holiday services, please plan to arrive early to claim the pew of your choice. 

 

Sunny Hill Conducting Tours 

 

This month, Sudbury UMC’s preschool, Sunny Hill, is conducting tours and accepting applications for September 

2008.  Sunny Hill is an NAEYC accredited preschool offering morning and afternoon programs for 2.9 year olds, 3 

year olds and 4/5 year olds.   To schedule a tour, please contact Debbie Rollins, Director, at 978-443-2627.  Parents 

may also visit our website: www.sunnyhillpreschool.org.  Limited openings for the current school year are also 

available.   Come experience the joy of learning at Sunny Hill! 

 

http://www.sunnyhillpreschool.org/


Service of Remembrance 

 

One year after her death, family and friends of Lily Karian will gather in Sudbury UMC’s sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, December 22, for a service of remembrance.  With music, sacred dance, and words of witness all are 

welcome to thank God for Lily’s life.  

Need a Babysitter? 

Sudbury UMC’s God Squad teens will travel to the Caribbean island of Dominica in April 2008.  To raise funds for 

their travel and service project there, they are offering babysitting services!  If you need a sitter, please contact 

Christian Education Director Andy Andrews at 978-443-4351 ext. 208 or andy@sudbury-umc.org. 

Year End Giving 

 

According to the Stewardship and Finance Committee, December is typically the single most important month for 

balancing our church’s budget as pledges are fulfilled and year end gifts are received.  John Antes, our assistant 

financial secretary, reports that $65,750 in giving forecasted by supporters remains to be collected and counted by 

the end of December.  The quickest way to learn the status of your 2007 pledge is to phone John at 508-358-2571 or 

email him at yawdamper@comcast.net.  Please do not hesitate to call!  

 

Want to Know More About Sudbury UMC?  

 

Visitors who might be interested in learning more about our church are invited to take a yellow card from the pew 

pockets.  Information about our worship, Christian education, fellowship, and outreach opportunities is available 

there.  Members and supporters of our church are also encouraged to use these cards to invite others to worship with 

us.  Other good sources of information are the ―Welcome and Information Station‖ in the narthex and our church’s 

website: www.sudbury-umc.org.  

 

Christmas Altar Plants 

 

Donors who would like to place a poinsettia or amaryllis plant on our sanctuary’s altar on Christmas Eve may do so 

by contacting Jen Gero in Hawes Hall after worship today.  A gift of $11.00 will cover the cost of a plant.  Tributes 

will be recorded in a special insert. 

 

Help for Homeless Families 

  
The Social Justice Commission invites you to purchase Bishop Cakes and Stollen Bread in Hawes Hall today.  

Proceeds will help the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless serve those most in need through prevention 

programs and direct service.  In the United States, more than 1.35 million children are now without a homer.  

No other industrialized nation allows its children to live without a permanent roof over their heads.  At this time, 

96,000 Massachusetts children do not have a permanent home.  Please help. 

 

mailto:andy@sudbury-umc.org
mailto:yawdamper@comcast.net
http://www.sudbury-umc.org/


Habitat for Humanity Guests 

 

Today, Sudbury UMC’s Habitat for Humanity Committee welcomes Robin Read and Doug Haven to our church.  

Robin and her two children have owned a Habitat home in Westborough since 1997.  Doug serves as executive 

director of the Greater Worcester affiliate that built her home and that plans to begin construction in Sudbury in 

2008.  Our church’s goal is to raise at least $20,000 for three projects in our area.  Three-quarters of the total will 

support the Sudbury home with the rest to be split between Hudson and Acton.  With an incentive gift of up to 

$10,000 in matching funds from a generous donor, the goal is within reach.  Please consider an extra Christmas 

offering for this worthy cause.  Simply write your check to ―Sudbury UMC,‖ noting ―Habitat‖ on the memo line, 

and include it with your offering or slide it into the Habitat house in the narthex.  

  

ñBlue Christmasò Worship on December 19 

 

Does the holiday season bring challenges for you?  Are you grieving the loss of a loved one, a relationship, or 

something else?  If so, consider taking part in a ―Blue Christmas‖ service of worship in our sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, December 19.  By listening to God’s word, offering our prayers, and sharing in Holy Communion, 

we will acknowledge our feelings before God and find God’s comfort and hope.  We will also entrust to the 

branches of our Blue Christmas Tree special notes bearing our hurts and hopes.  On one of the longest nights of the 

year, as the world turns again toward the light, Sudbury UMC’s pastors and Stephen Ministers invite you to take a 

step closer to Christ. 

 

Travel Mugs Support God Squadôs Travel 

 

You can support the God Squad’s April trip to Dominica and pick up a holiday gift at the same time - during 

(appropriately) today’s coffee hour.  Your classy stainless steel travel mug, with a Dominica trip inscription, will 

show the world you have great taste.  Mugs are available singly for $12, two for $20, or as part of a nicely wrapped 

gift basket which includes Free Trade Coffee and assorted treats—a $25 value—for only $20.  See you in Hawes 

Hall or contact Kelsey Robb at 508-653-2868 or Dominicamugs@gmail.com.  

 

Final 2007 Edition of The Chronicle 

 

Materials for The Chronicleôs last 2007 edition are due tomorrow at noon.  The first 2008 church newsletter will be 

mailed on January 9, with the deadline falling on January 7. 
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