Sudbury United Methodist Church



Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2008

Before worship, please feel free to greet those around you. Concerns or celebrations to be
included in to d a prdyess may be recorded on cards in the pew pockets and passed to the
ushers during the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us prepare to worship God.

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able
Prelude: —Co mmuni onl A. Guilmant

Welcome

*Call to Worship: (Psalm 68: 34-35)

Leader: Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel,
and whose power is in the skies.

People: Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel,
who gives power and strength to his people.

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #523 --Sar anam, Saranaml

*Opening Prayer:  (Michael Hollings and Etta Gullick, England, 20th cent.)

Lord, comfort the sick, the hungry, the lonely
and those who are hurt and shut in on themselves,
by your presence in their hearts.
Use us to help them in a practical way.
Show us how to set about this and give us strength, tact, and compassion.
Teach us how to be alongside them,
and how to share in their distress deeply in our prayer.
Make us open to them and give us courage to suffer with them,
and that in so doing we share with you in the suffering of the world
for we are your body on earth and you work through us. Amen.

*Gospel Reading: John 17: 1-11

This reading is found on page 111 in the New Testament.

Chi |l dr e n-6Fsr ortillercet:i o n

Special Music: —Pr eci ous Lor d, T aTkAeDorsty/ IvdBaowrd dbloist

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 4: 12-14, 5: 6-11
This reading is found on page 235 in the New Testament.

Sermon:—S hani 8gfiferingl
Hymn of Response: UMH #262 ——Heal Me, Hands of JesuslI



Consecration of Prayer Shawls
A Time of Fellowship

Greeting Our Guests
Concerns and Celebrations
Pastoral Prayer

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Stewardship Moment

The Offertory: —I  Know téied Lird '’ 14 aAflichrsAmerican gieitlial
*The Doxology: UMH #160 ——Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heartll (verse %

Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God forever more.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing.

Holy Communion
*The Great Thanksgiving: UMH pages 17-18 ——Mu s i ¢ a | Setting

*The Lordds Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup
Prayers and Anointing with Oil for Healing

(After receiving the bread andeltup, worshippers may kneel at the altar rail to
request prayers for healing and anointing for physical and spiritual wholeness.)

Prayer after Communion

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #369 ——B| essedll Assur ance
*Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude: —C o mnounnlli  fWedding Ma-s s |l Kevin Murphy
Today’ ssarkSartdwlohgson,sartd Marsha Slayton.

Thi s mo r metersage’Dan and Eleanor Soorian.



Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status,

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations. We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes,
concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the

ri chness of God’'s creation. Therefore we
of faith. We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family,

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach. We call the church and society to

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.

Sudbury United Methodist Church

251 Old Sudbury Roa&udbury, Massachusetts 01776
phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785  fax: (978) 443-3052
Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor: John W. Nash pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard Harding reharding4@juno.com

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz paula@sudbury-umc.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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Sudbury United Methodist Church
May 4, 2008

You Belong Here

Whether you have been looking for a church for months or ours is the first you have tried, the
people of Sudbury UMC want you to know that you belong here. By intentionally embracing all

ofGod’ s chil dren, we strive to be a congdboe:q
help us get to know you, please write you
attendance folder. Midway through worship, consider introducing yourself when the pastor

greets our guests. Finally, take a minut

front door where volunteers who are eager to meet you will answer your questions. Or, if you

have time, make your way to our coffee hour following worship. To find Hawes Hall, exit the
sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, climb three stairs, turn left and follow the corridor all the
way to the end.

Welcome Loaves for Newcomers

On this Communion Sunday, our congregation would like to give a mini-loaf of bread to those
who are newcomers to our church in 2008 or who are visiting today for the first time. If you
have not already received a welcome loaf and would be willing to raise your hand and introduce
yourself, an usher will provide one. Loaves of bread will also be available at the Welcome and
Information Stationll in the narthex after the service.

Health Ministries Sunday

Wor ship today includes a celebration of &
mission to promote healing in our congregation and communities. That ' s why t od
liturgists are members of that hardworking and creative ministry team. Did you know that our
church offers a prayer shawl ministry, the companionship of Stephen Ministers, and information
about health-related concerns? Since Jesus came to Galilee and Judea, the ministry of all

Christians has included prayers for healing and wholeness. After receiving the bread and cup

during Holy Communion, worshipers who choose to do so may also kneel at the altar rail to be
anointed with olive oil while Stephen Ministers offer prayers for healing to God. And, during

th i s mo aoffeed houg & hsalth ministries fair in Hawes Hall will offer a variety of materials
focused on healthy living.



Come to the Table

LargeUni t ed Met hodists invite al/l who | ove
ushers will invite you to the table by the center aisle. If walking is difficult, please alert an usher
to your need to be served in your seat. We receive by intinction, dipping the morsel of bread
(rice cake is available for any who are allergic to wheat) into the cup of juice and partaking of
both together. You are welcome at Holy Communion regardless of the church where you were
baptized. To ask about Baptism, please speak to our pastors.

Print Worship Books

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The UnitedViethodist Hymnaénd
The Faith We Singre available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Directions to the Family Room

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship. Parents who wish to try our Family Room with
visual and aural access to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both front stair wells.
Parents may stay or entrust their children to the attendants on duty today.

Adult Education i Questions Invited

At the suggestion of a member of Sudbury UMC, Pastor Joel and Pastor John plan to offer a

spring series of adult education classes based on questions raised by worshipers at Sudbury

UMC. To pose a question about the Christian faith that you would like to be addressed by

one of our pastors on a weekday evening in May or June, please email it to
pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org or write itonthe cardinser t ed i n t hi s week’
Questions will be grouped by similarity and a schedule of sessions arranged around the topics
raised by all who respond.

Class to Explore Islamic Extremism

Karen Hernandez-Andrews will offer a class entitled, Understanding Al Qaeda and Islamic
Extremisnon Monday, May 19, at 7:30 p.m., in Davison Chapel. Karen will cover the history of
the movement, an understanding of Jihad, as well as suggest a perspective on current world
events. Questions? Contact KarenLHANndrews@aol.com.

q
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Take a Hike for Habitat!

The 13™ annual Mount Monadnock hike to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity will take place
during the weekend of June 6 and 7. If you have never climbed this very accessible 3,165 foot
peak, please join Sudbury UMC members Chris Straub and John Merritt. Learn more at the
Habitat table in Hawes Hall following worship on Sunday mornings.

Savoyards6Auditions Next Week

The Sudbury Savoyards announce auditions for the 2008 summer production of Joseph
Kessel+Airsmg'ng ¢ and Ol d Lace. l Auditions
Tuesday, May 13, at 7:00 p.m. in Hawes Hall. Performances are slated for July 25, 26, 27,
August 1 and 2, 2008 at Curtis Middle School in Sudbury. Auditions will consist of cold
readings from the script. Please visit www.sudburysavoyards.org or call 978-443-8811 for a
rehearsal schedule. The Savoyards are a volunteer organization with all after-production
proceeds donated through the United Methodist Committee on Relief to alleviate world hunger.

Used Cell Phones Needed

Have you just upgraded to the latest whiz-bang techno-phone that cooks dinner for you?

Wondering what to do with that old clunker you used to carry around? Sudbury UMC, in
partnership with Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership against Domestic Violence, has begun a used
cell phone drive. Collected phones will be reprogrammed to call 911 and other emergency

numbers without the need of a cellular service plan and without a fee. For victims of domestic
violence who receive these phones, this can be a crucial lifeline to help. Any cell phone and

battery will be accepted. If you have a cell phone you no longer need, please drop it in the

basket on the stage in Hawes Hall no later than June 11 for delivery to the collection point at this
year’' s sessions of the New England Annual
hour lifeline to the help they need.

Meals for Crossroads Shelter

The third Sundays in May and June are coming up soon. Your response has been great, but we
still need a few more volunteers for the main course, salad, dessert, beverages, or bread, to

be brought to Sudbury UMC each Sunday in the morning or at 5:15 p.m. Look for the sign up
table duringt o d a&offée Bour, or phone Brad Wood (978-460-1382) or Pat Thompson (781-
259-7164). Thanks!


http://www.sudburysavoyards.org/

Spring Mission Classes

New England United Methodists are invited to attend one or all of the following sessions in this
spri ng’ s sssséocuseccos missidn. Gn Baturday, May 3, the Rev. Jim McPhee will
teach a 9:30 a.m. till 4:30 p. m. c|GaksBuffson
ontheMart ha’ s Vi neyar d . Ceatsmay bdparehasdd forgh7.50, bubaren d s
not required. For more information or to pre-register, please call Cynthia Barletta at 508-627-

4808 or the United Methodist Cooperative Ministry office at 508-645-3100. On Saturday, May
10, Peg Swett will | ead —M4439p.neatat.dahes Vhitesl s i o
Methodist Church in Merrimack, NH. For more information or to pre-register, please call Carol
Marrone at 603-429-0914. Texts are available for $10.95. Pre-registration for both schools is

$40 (or $45 at the door) and includes a luncheon and some study materials.

Golden Cross Offering Today

New England Conference Bishop Peter Weaver reminds us how importantt o d &gldens

Cr os s o f TheNew BmglandiCanferenee-is blessed by the ministries of the Methodist
Conference Home of Rockland, Maine; United Methodist Elder Care in East Providence,

Rhode Island; and the Deaconess Abundant Life Communities in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire... The current realities of care for aging persons present many challenges for these
ministries. Your Golden Cross Sunday offering is more important than ever in expressing

support for our health care centers in the United Methodist family in New England.ll Please

make your check payable to Sudbury UMC not i ng —Gol den Cr ossl
Thanks.

| f a Picture I s Worth a Thousand Wo

If a picture is worth a thousand words, the equivalent of a Tolstoy novel is waiting for you
this evening at 6:00 p.m. when God Squad juniors and seniors who traveled to Dominica last
month show their slides and retell their stories. The evening will begin with a potluck dinner:
A through L—Main Dish, M through S—Salad, T through Z—Dessert. To save a seat at the
table, contact Andy Andrews at 978-443-4351, ext. 208.



Trustees Announce May 10 Clean-Up

Aspreviously announced, Sudbury UMC’
clean-up for Saturday, May 10 (Rain date Saturday, May 17). The perimeter of the
parking lot and the adjacent grass has already been cleared of winter sand and the
Scouts have committed to sweep up what may be left. So our focus will be

clearing the lawns around the church and adjacent parsonage of fall leaves and

winter debris so grass can grow, edging plant beds, pruning, and mulching.

Although we will tackle these jobs on May 10, they may also be addressed before

or after the coming weekend. Simply contact Rich Noland at 617-438-5305 to
volunteer. This is great opportunity to renew that spring vim, vigor, and vitality.

We expect to start at 8:30 a.m. with coffee, cider, and donuts. See you there.

Church Conference Called for May 18

Sudbury UMC’s annual Spr i ngin@esanatuaryhon SDralay,f e r
May 18, following the conclusion of the 9:30 a.m. service of worship. Annual reports prepared

by church officers and commissions will be received, leadership for the coming program year
elected, and endowment disbursements voted. Reports from and action related to the work of the
Building Committee and the Strategic Planning Task Force will also be included on the agenda.
Please save the date and plan to participate in this important annual meeting in which all

members will have both voice and vote.

Magic Years to Hear about General Conference

When Sudbury UMC’ s Magit Yeasygsthers ipDavisonrChapeleattnoom e e
on Thursday, May 8, Dr. Oscar Harrell will bring a report from the quadrennial meeting of the
General Conference of the United Methodist Church. Oscar, a member of our congregation,

served as one of ten elected lay and clergy New England Conference

delegates. Come and enjoy a tasty lunch, old and new friends, and helpful information.

Evening at Pops!

Theme music from movies, show tunes, gospel songs, and more await you at 7:00 p.m. on

Saturday, May 17, when singers and musicians from Sudbury UMC and Greenwood Memorial

UMC joininHawesHallf or an —E v e The congert &ill be i@poigedswithlisome new
music in Dorchester at 7:00 p. m. on May 3
Building Fund will be receivedb ot h eveni ngs. Don’t miss I



Health Ministries Survey

Using Jesus’ ministry as a modelSudadbdrfyolUN
Health Ministries Commission seeks to promote the spiritual, social, mental and physical well-

being of the individual, congregation and community. To these ends, the Commission is asking
members and friends of the congregation to complete the brief survey below. Your responses

will enable us to plan appropriate programs to meet the needs of our congregation.

* * * k& * k* * * * * * * * X

I would pick up information related to health if it is provided. (circle answer)

Highly likely Likely Not likely
I would be interested in a support group in an area of interest to me. (Examples might include:
mental health, adult children of aging parents, stress management or health and spirituality.
Again, circle answer.)

Highly likely Likely Not likely

Your support group interests:

We are interested in knowing about your special gifts and talents in the area of health ministries
that you would be willing to share. Please list them below.

Any additional comments and concerns:

Place completed surveys in the box in the narthex or at the Health Fair in Hawes Hall.



A Prayer of Dedicatio n

Adapted from a Prayer by Janet Bristow

Mantle of Love, Healer of Hearts,
we light this candle as a reminder of  your presence

as we dedicate these shawls to your healing use.

Let your blessing rest on all who have ministered as knitters:
whose ha nds have been instruments of creation and beauty;
whose humble tools have transformed hand -Spun wool;
whose fingers have felt the yarn slipping through their grasp;
whose eyes have seen the growth of the fabric;

whose ears have heard the click of the needles.

Guide and Guardian, you have kept their attention on course

while holding them close and grounding them in your love.

May any negative energy that might have been cast on
now be cast away;
and may all positive energy be bound in these shawls

with their binding off.



In their simplicity, may their recipients find comfort,

solace and healing.

Womb of Healing, let your grace rest upon these shawls,

warming, enfolding, embracing.

May these mantles of safety become
a sacred haven of security  and well -being,
sustaining and embracing those who will wear them

in good times and in difficult ones.

May those to be wrapped within them
be cradled in hope, kept in joy,
and graced with the peace of Christ,

through whom we offer this pra yer. Amen.



