
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church 



Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 20, 2008 
 

Before worship, please feel free to greet those around you.  Concerns or celebrations to be 

included in today’s prayers may be recorded on cards in the pew pockets and passed to the 

ushers during the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us prepare to worship God. 
 

* indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 
 

Prelude: “Prelude”      Henry Purcell 
 

Welcome         
 

*Call to Worship: UMH #743 – “Psalm 8” (Response 1) 
 
   

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #62 – “All Creatures of Our God and King” (v.v. 1-3, 7) 
 

*Opening Prayer:    (Kenneth Carter, USA, 21
st
 cent.) 

 

 O God, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen: 

 You place us in your creation, and you command us to care for it. 

 Your works declare glory and splendor, 

  and you call us to praise and reverence. 

 Where we have degraded or destroyed earthôs bounty, forgive us. 

 Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted, have mercy upon us. 

 Where we have become estranged from the creatures 

  with whom we share this planet, grant us your peace. 

 Renew us in the waters of baptism, 

  refresh us with the winds of your Spirit, 

  and sustain us with the bread of life. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, 

  and for the sake of the new creation, we pray. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: Genesis 1: 26-31 

This reading is found on pages1-2  in the Old Testament. 
 

Childrenôs Time: “Our Two Gardens” 
 

Special Music: “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” arr. Bedford 
 

*Gospel Reading: John 15: 1-11 

This reading is found on page 109 in the New Testament. 
 

Sermon: Rev. Jack Johnson, Executive Director, Massachusetts Council of Churches 
 



Hymn of Response: UMH #147 – “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 

A Time of Fellowship 
 

 Greeting Our Guests 

Concerns and Celebrations 

 Pastoral Prayer 

            The Lordôs Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever. Amen. 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

 The Offertory: “For the Beauty of Earth”  Rutter 

 *The Doxology: UMH #160 – “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” (verse 5) 
 

   Praise God who reigns on high,  

the Lord whom we adore,  

the Father, Son, and  Holy Ghost, 

one God forever more. 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn of Commitment: FWS #89  – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 

Postlude: “Toccata” Fugue in F    Buxtehude 
 

Today’s liturgist is John Iberg. 
 

This morning’s greeter is Patty Houpt. 

 



 
 

Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 

concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 

richness of God’s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 

of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  
 
 

Sudbury United Methodist Church   

251 Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  

Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 
 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy 

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews  

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 
 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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Sudbury United Methodist Church 
 

April 20, 2008 

 

Looking for a ñGood Fitò? 
 

If you are worshiping at Sudbury UMC for the first time or for the first time in a while, the 

members and friends of our congregation hope that you will find that our church is a “good fit” 

for your spiritual needs.  To help us get to know you, please write your name, address, and phone 

number in your pew’s attendance folder.  Midway through worship, consider introducing 

yourself when the pastor greets our guests.  Finally, take a minute to visit the “Welcome and 

Information Station” near the front door where volunteers who are eager to meet you will answer 

your questions.  Or make your way to our fellowship time following worship.  To find Hawes 

Hall, exit the sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, climb three stairs, turn left and follow the 

corridor all the way to the end.   

 

Please Welcome Todayôs Guest Preacher 
 

During worship today, Sudbury UMC is grateful to welcome the Rev. Jack Johnson, recently 

installed executive director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches.  A clergy member of the 

New Jersey Conference of The United Methodist Church, a former district superintendent, and 

inner city pastor, Mr. Johnson will preach this morning’s Earth Day sermon.  Please welcome 

Rev. Johnson to our church during today’s coffee hour.  
 

Helps to Heal the Earth 
 

Come to Hawes Hall after worship today to celebrate the glory of God’s creation!  The Social 

Justice Commission will be selling compact fluorescent light bulbs, canvas grocery bags, and 

books on global warming as well as handing out tips on energy conversation and other helps to 

heal the Earth and serve as good stewards of our planet.   
 

Large Print Worship Books 
 

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The United Methodist Hymnal and 

The Faith We Sing are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 

Directions to the Family Room 
 

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Parents who wish to try our Family Room with 

visual and aural access to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both front stair wells.  

Parents may stay or entrust their children to the attendants on duty today.   
 



Keeping Track of Our Pastors 
 

During the next few weeks, keeping track of our pastors might become more challenging than 

usual!  This week, Pastor Joel joins the God Squad’s juniors and seniors on their trip to 

Dominica.  The arrival of Pastor John’s second daughter will move “Daddy Duty” to the top of 

his agenda.  Fortunately, Pastor Dick is home and “minding the shop!” 
 

Take a Hike for Habitat! 
 

The 13
th

 annual Mount Monadnock hike to raise funds for Habitat for Humanity will take place 

during the weekend of June 6 and 7.  If you have never climbed this very accessible 3,165 foot 

peak, please join Sudbury UMC members Chris Straub and John Merritt.  Learn more at the 

Habitat table in Hawes Hall following worship on Sunday mornings. 
 

ñSafe Sanctuariesò Policy Strengthened 
 

In March, our Church Council strengthened Sudbury UMC’s “Safe Sanctuaries” policy.  After 

conferring with a New England Conference trainer, members of the Church Growth and 

Christian Education Commissions agreed to amend the existing policy to require the parents of 

children and teens whose photographs appear on our church’s website to sign a release.  Though 

not rampant, misuse of downloaded photos for exploitative purposes has been reported.  On 

March 11, the Church Council voted to ratify this new amendment.  Now that the revised policy 

has gone into effect on April 1, parents must complete a new form mailed to them or obtained at 

the church.  Please do not delay completing this task.  Stop at the office of the Christian 

Education director after worship, phone Andy at 978-443-4351, ext. 208, or email him at 

andy@sudbury-umc.org.  

 

Give the Gift of Stephen Ministry  
 

More than twenty members of Sudbury UMC are actively serving as Stephen Ministers since 

receiving fifty hours of training and ongoing supervision.  Do you know someone who is in the 

midst of a crisis and doesn’t know where to turn?  Do you know someone who is yearning for a 

friend to talk to?  To give the gift of Stephen Ministry, follow these three steps:  First, listen to 

and care for your friend or loved one.  Second, ask permission to share the need with a volunteer 

who can help.  Be sure to mention that everything you share will be kept confidential.  Third, 

after receiving permission, make the need known as promptly as possible to Pastor Joel or to 

another Stephen Ministry Leader.  At Sudbury UMC, these leaders are Sue Kuykendall, Richard 

Smith, and Alice Vannerson.   

  

mailto:andy@sudbury-umc.org


Savoyards Announce Auditions 
 

The Sudbury Savoyards announce auditions for the 2008 summer production of Joseph 

Kesselring’s “Arsenic and Old Lace.”  Auditions for all roles will take place on Monday, May 

12, and Tuesday, May 13, at 7:00 p.m. in Hawes Hall.  Call backs, if necessary, will be 

Thursday, May 15.  Performances are slated for July 25, 26, 27, August 1 and 2, 2008 at the air-

conditioned Curtis Middle School in Sudbury.  Auditions will consist of cold readings from the 

script.  For a complete cast list, character sketches, and rehearsal schedule please visit our 

website: www.sudburysavoyards.org or call 978-443-8811 and leave a message.  The Sudbury 

Savoyards, founded in 1961 and sponsored by Sudbury UMC, is an all-volunteer organization 

with all of its after-production proceeds donated through UMCOR for the relief of world hunger.  

Technical and crew opportunities are also available.  To volunteer, please email Donna Roessler 

at donnarslr@rcn.com. 

 

Give a PhoneéSave a Life 
  

Have you just upgraded to the latest whiz-bang techno-phone that cooks dinner for you?  

Wondering what to do with that old clunker you used to carry around?  Sudbury UMC, in 

partnership with Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership against Domestic Violence, has begun a used 

cell phone drive.  Collected phones will be reprogrammed to call 911 and other emergency 

numbers without the need of a cellular service plan and without a fee.  For victims of domestic 

violence who receive these phones, this can be a crucial lifeline to help.  Any cell phone and 

battery will be accepted.  If you have a cell phone you no longer need, please drop it in the 

basket on the stage in Hawes Hall no later than June 11 for delivery to the collection point at this 

year’s sessions of the New England Annual Conference.  With your help, victims can have a 24-

hour lifeline to the help they need.   
 

Spring Meals for Crossroads Shelter 
  

Many thanks to all who have prepared delicious food for our church’s monthly meal at 

Framingham’s Crossroads Shelter.  The residents look forward to our coming, and really enjoy 

everything that reminds them of home.  Recent popular dishes have been sweet potato casserole, 

roast pork, and beef stew.  Volunteers are needed to prepare and/or deliver the evening meal on 

May 18 and June 15.  Look for the sign up table during coffee hour, or call Brad Wood (978-

460-1382) or Pat Thompson (781-259-7164). 
 

http://www.sudburysavoyards.org/
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Bishop Weaverôs Golden Cross Reminder 
 

New England Conference Bishop Peter Weaver reminds members and friends of local 

churches in our five-state episcopal area that next Sunday’s Golden Cross offering is very 

important:  “The New England Conference is blessed with many abundant gifts for mission 

and ministry for Christ in the world. Chief among these gifts are the ministries of the 

Methodist Conference Home of Rockland, Maine, United Methodist Elder Care in East 

Providence, Rhode Island, and the Deaconess Abundant Life Communities in Massachusetts 

and New Hampshire…The current realities of care for aging persons present many challenges 

for these ministries. Your Golden Cross Sunday offering is more important than ever in 

expressing support for our health care centers in the United Methodist family in New 

England.”  Please join Bishop Weaver in preparing to give a generous Golden Cross offering 

on Sunday, May 4.  

 

General Conference Meets April 23 ï May 2 

 
United Methodists are urged to pray for this month’s General Conference.  From April 23 till 

May 2, 992 lay and clergy delegates will gather in Forth Worth, TX, to consider 1,564 

petitions to amend the Book of Discipline and the Book of Resolutions.  Their agenda includes 

adopting a more “global” structure for the United Methodist Church, revisiting prior stances 

on homosexuality and abortion, advocating for universal healthcare, considering the creation 

of a new hymnal, and setting the budget for 2009 to 2012 are on the agenda.  Log on to 

http://gc2008.umc.org to view the proceedings.  

 

Spring Clean-Up Planned by Trustees 

 
Beginning at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 10, Sudbury UMC’s Board of Trustees will host a 

Spring Clean-Up Day.  If there is rain, the event will take place one week later on May 17.  The 

list of chores needing attention from volunteers in our congregation now includes sweeping the 

parking lot (dust masks provided), clearing the lawn of sticks and stones, pruning bushes, and 

raking lots of leaves trapped by last fall’s early snows.  To add your help to this annual “do-it-

ourselves” tradition, please come whenever you can and stay as long as you like.  Remember to 

bring tools such as stiff push brooms, rakes, leaf blowers, and pruning shears.  The Trustees will 

provide coffee, donuts, and cider. 
 

http://gc2008.umc.org/


Relax, Relate, Renew   

Our 2008 Church Retreat planning team invites you to relax, relate, and renew during the 2008 

edition of Sudbury UMC’s retreat weekend.  This year’s Friday evening through Sunday 

afternoon sojourn at Pilgrim Pines Conference Center in West Swanzey, NH, will take place 

September 5-7.  Registration forms are available in the narthex and Hawes Hall.  Adults and 

children may attend for $120 and $65 respectively, with $95 and $50 special offers for first-

timers.  Scholarship assistance is also available.  To learn more, contact team leader Cindy 

Simon at 978-443-4373. 

Deadline for Church Conference Reports 
 

Chairpersons of Sudbury UMC’s committees, commissions, and boards, as well as staff 

members who carry programmatic responsibilities, are asked to submit annual written reports to 

the Church Conference no later than Wednesday, April 30.  Our administrative assistant, Paula 

Hiltz, will format these reports, print and bind them in a booklet that will be distributed on May 

11, one week before the Church Conference meets on May 18.  

 

Save the Date 
 

Sudbury UMC’s annual Spring Church Conference will take place on Sunday, May 18, 

following the conclusion of the 9:30 a.m. service of worship.  Please save the date and plan to 

participate in this important annual meeting on May 18. 

 

Dominica Work Team Arrives Today 

 
After a Saturday night layover in Antigua, Sudbury UMC’s 2008 Dominica work team arrives 

today on the island where members and friends of our church have been building relationships 

for almost 30 years.  Before departing on April 26, the team of sixteen teens and nine adults will 

build a concrete security wall for the Methodist Church in Wesley, visit families sponsored by 

Sudbury UMC members, work with primary school students, and spend time at the high school.  

Following an after-midnight return early next Sunday morning and a few hours of sleep, the 

teens will lead worship and share stories in our sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. on April 27.  Later, at 6:00 

p.m. on May 4, a potluck supper in Hawes Hall will be followed by a presentation that will 

include photos from the trip.   

 
 


