
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church 



Ash Wednesday 

February 6, 2008 
 

Before worship, please feel free to greet those around you. 

When the prelude begins, let us prepare to worship God. 
 

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 
 

Prelude: “We Are All Mortal”    J. S. Bach 
 

*Call to Worship:  
 

 Leader: O God, open our lips as we declare your praise. 

 People: Praising you, we remember your mercy. 

 Leader: O God, open our lips, as we declare your praise. 

 People: Praising you, we recall your love. 

 Leader: O God, open our lips, as we declare your praise. 

 People: Praising you, we return to your arms of grace. 
 

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #384 – “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

*Opening Prayer:  
 

 O promised One, 

      speak to our hearts. 

 Call us forth into hope and joy. 

 Call us into the repentance  

                 that turns our hearts and our love  

toward you and toward the world. 

 Call to us,  

     and we will listen. 

Call to us,  

     and we will hear. 

Call to us,  

     and we will respond. 

 Call to us,  

     and we will return to love, 

      to joy, to you. Amen. 
 

Hebrew Bible Reading: Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 

This reading is found on pages 846 and 847 in the Old Testament. 
 

Special Music: “De Profundis” 
 

 

 
 



*Gospel Reading: Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 

This reading is found on pages 5-6 in the New Testament. 
 

Sermon: “To Be Washed Clean” 
 

*Hymn of Response: UMH #354 – “I Surrender All” 
 

Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Exercises 
 

Thanksgiving over the Ashes 
 

Confession (Psalm 51: 1-17, UMH #785) 
 

Pardon 
 

The Lordôs Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name. 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever. Amen. 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
 

Special Music: “Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes” 

    “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #402 – “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

 

Postlude: “Out of the Depths I Cry unto Thee”  Max Reger 
 

The Call to Worship and Opening Prayer are from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2008 Edition.  

Copyright © 2007 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission.  Other resources for this service 

were taken from The United Methodist Book of Worship.



______________________________________________________________________________

Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 

believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 

sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 

concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 

richness of God’s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 

of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 

enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 

the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 

be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  

 

 

Sudbury United Methodist Church   

251 Old Sudbury Road 

Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  

Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  

Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy 

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Cherub Choir Director: Kevin Murphy 

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews  

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton 

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 

 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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