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Sudbury United Methodist Church



Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2007

During the moments before worship begins we invite you to greet those around you and
to enjoy the warmth for which we wish to be known. For those new to Sudbury United Methodist
Church there is information about us in the pew pockets as well as a visitor slip which will give
us information about you. If you have a concern or celebration you would like to have included
in the morning prayer, please fill out a prayer card which will be collected by the ushers during
the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us be in prayer and prepare to worship God.

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able
Prelude: “Vom Himmel Hoch, da komm ich her” G. Bohm
Welcome
Advent Call to Worship: (Psalm 24:7)

Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates!
People: That the King of glory may come in!

*Opening Hymn: UMH #203 - “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
*QOpening Prayer: (General Board of Discipleship, USA, 21% cent., alt.)

O God, we remember that you sent Jesus,

not to be rich and powerful,

but to live among the poor and to touch those in need.
We remember that Jesus healed the sick,

comforted those who mourn,

and went out of his way to love little children.
Empower us by your Spirit to dispel the shadows

of sickness and poverty, injustice and suffering

as a living witness to our faith in Christ,
through whom we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading: Psalm 72: 1-7
This reading is found on page 533 in the Old Testament.

Advent Wreath Sung Response: (“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” stanza 3)

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,

Look now! For glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing.

O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing.



Children’s Time: “Our Cookie Cutter King”
Special Music: “Blessed Be the Name of the Lord” Utterbach arr. R. Hammerton

Second Scripture Reading: Romans 15: 4-13
This reading is found on pages 163-164 in the New Testament

Sermon: “Hope Happens”
*Hymn of Response: FWS #2232 — “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”
A Time of Fellowship

Greeting Our Guests
Concerns and Celebrations
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Stewardship Moment
The Offertory: “Victory Is Mine” Gospel Group
*The Doxology: UMH #95 -“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #196 — “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
*Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude: “Vom Himmel Hoch, da komm ich her” J. Pachelbel
Today’s liturgist is Paul Mclnerney.

Jae-Ok and Suzin Lee light this morning’s Advent candles.
Our greeters today are Glenn, Jane Ann, Adam and David Chrumka.

The flowers on the altar are to thank the Flower Committee members for their years of service
and dedication to bringing God’s gift of flowers in times of need, remembrance and joy.



Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of
believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status,
sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations. We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes,
concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the
richness of God’s creation. Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community
of faith. We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family,
enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to
the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach. We call the church and society to
be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.

Sudbury United Methodist Church

251 Old Sudbury Road

Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776

phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785  fax: (978) 443-3052
Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org

website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor: John W. Nash pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org
Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard Harding reharding4@juno.com

Music Director/Organist: Kevin Murphy

Sanctuary Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Cherub Choir Director: Kevin Murphy

Director Christian Education: Andy Andrews

Junior Choir Director: Rob Hammerton

Office Manager: Paula Hiltz paula@sudbury-umc.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
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Sudbury United Methodist Church
December 9, 2007

Home for the Holidays

Welcome to Sudbury UMC! We invite our visitors to make our church your spiritual home for the holidays. Help
us get to know you by signing your pew’s attendance pad and by introducing yourself midway through worship. We
also invite you to join us for coffee and fellowship after worship. Exit the sanctuary by the door near the pulpit,
climb three stairs, turn left, and follow the long corridor to the smell of coffee and the sound of conversation. Or
stop at our Welcome and Info Station near the front door where a host will greet you and answer your questions.
Remember! Please make yourself at home!

A Generous World AIDS Day Offering

On December 2, the Social Justice, Outreach, and Health Ministries Commissions asked worshipers to contribute to
The Global AIDS Fund created by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church in 2004. With a goal of
$8 million—$1.00 for each adult member of our denomination in the United States—the goal of Sudbury UMC’s
current membership of 579 was $579. But 282 generous worshipers nearly tripled that goal by giving $1,664.
Thanks to all whose gifts will make it possible for United Methodists to provide anti-viral medications and
preventative education around the world.

Church Conference to Meet December 12

At 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 12, the Church Conference will meet in Davison Chapel. Chaired by the
Rev. Dr. Ronald V. Wilson, our Central Massachusetts District superintendent, the conference will hear reports from
the Building Committee regarding construction taking place at 249 Old Sudbury Road. The Strategic Planning Task
Force will also present the goals that its members will recommend for the coming four to six years following
yesterday’s five-hour meeting with the Church Council and Staff-Parish Relations Committee. Salaries for clergy
appointed by our bishop in 2008 will also be voted. During a Church Conference, all members of our congregation
are entitled to both voice and vote. Please mark your calendar and plan to participate.

Directions to the Family Room

Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship. Parents who wish to try our Family Room with visual and aural access
to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both stair wells. Attendants invite parents to stay or will care for
children while parents worship.

Large Print Worship Books

For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The United Methodist Hymnal and The Faith We Sing
are available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Personal Hearing Devices

Personal hearing devices are available for those who might like to try them. For assistance and directions, please
speak to one of our ushers.



One More “Tiny Pigs” Sunday

With just one more Sunday left in Club 67°s “Tiny Pigs” scavenger hunt, $2,326 has been raised so far for Heifer
Project International. That’s enough to send nineteen pigs to low-income farmers in the United States and around
the world. Our 6" and 7" graders urge you to keep looking for the more than seventy handmade pigs now hiding
inside our church. When returned to the “pig pen” in Hawes Hall, owners may redeem them for $1.00 and hide
them again, if they wish, for another round. Or, to add a new pig to the growing tally, please bring $20 to the Club
67 table no later than December 16.

Bible Studies for Advent

At 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in December, an Advent study titled “While We Wait” is being offered in the
O’Reilly Gathering Room. Pre-school aged children are welcome to participate in a concurrent playgroup in the
Mom-Tot Room. On Mondays at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Joel leads “Mary Had a Baby,” a study based on African-
American spirituals, in Davison Chapel. Both Advent studies are open to all who wish to attend.

Advent Crafts and Barn Sing Next Sunday

What do you get when you cross holiday craft making with Christmas carols? Sudbury UMC’s annual Advent
Workshop and Barn Sing, of course! On Sunday, December 16, from 3:00 till 4:00 p.m., we will gather in Hawes
Hall for an Advent Workshop to make holiday crafts, decorate cookies, and trim the Christmas tree. The Barn Sing
will follow immediately after the Workshop from 4:00 till 5:00 p.m. What is a Barn Sing? It’s a fun-filled time of
fellowship with Christmas carols, snacks, and drinks—but without the hay! Please bring cookies to share, if you are
able, as well as a blanket or pillow to sit on. And remember to bring a friend! We look forward to seeing you there!

“Blue Christmas” Worship on December 19

Does the holiday season bring challenges for you? Are you grieving the loss of a loved one, a relationship, or
something else? Do December’s demands tax you emotionally, spiritually, or physically? If so, consider taking part
in a “Blue Christmas” service of worship in our sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 19. By listening
to God’s word, offering our prayers, and sharing in Holy Communion, we will acknowledge our feelings before God
and find God’s comfort and hope. We will also entrust to the branches of the Blue Christmas Tree in our sanctuary
special notes bearing our hurts and hopes. On one of the longest nights of the year, as the world turns again toward
the light, Sudbury UMC’s pastors and Stephen Ministers invite you to take a step closer to Christ.

Basketball Tickets Deadline Is December 10

Beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 20, 2008, the Harlem Globetrotters will appear in Springfield, MA,
at the Basketball Hall of Fame. With a 2:30 p.m. autograph session, a 5:15 p.m. educational program, and a 7:00
p.m. game at the Mass Mutual Center, ticket holders may enjoy a whole day or an evening of fun to support The
United Methodist Church’s “Nothing but Nets” campaign. Special prices are available through December 15 for
tickets purchased through United Methodist churches like ours: $25.00 includes admission to the museum and all
Globetrotters events plus a $5.00 donation to buy one bed net treated to prevent mosquito-borne malaria. A $30.00
ticket includes a gift of $10.00 for two nets. For campaign information, visit www.nothingbutnets.net. To reserve
tickets for yourself or holiday gift giving at the discounted price, please contact the church office by Monday,
December 10, at 978-443-4351.




Martin Luther King Day Breakfast

The Social Justice and Outreach Commissions invite you to observe Martin Luther King Day by attending an 8:00
a.m. prayer breakfast to be held at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center on Monday, January 21. Five
tables seating a total of 50 members and friends from Sudbury UMC and Greenwood Memorial UMC have been
reserved. A contribution of $35 will hold your reservation. Transportation from our church parking lot will be
provided. To reserve your seat, please contact Caryl Walsh at 978-970-1101.

Service of Remembrance

One year after her death, family and friends of Lily Karian will gather in Sudbury UMC’s sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. on
Saturday, December 22, for a service of remembrance. With music, sacred dance, and words of witness all are
welcome to thank God for Lily’s life.

Staff Christmas Gifts

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee invites contributions to the Christmas gifts to be shared later this month with
our staff members. Please write checks to “Sudbury UMC,” noting “Staff Christmas Gift” on the memo line. Then
place your donation in the SPRC mail slot in the church office or mail it to Karen Krone, 64 Meadowbrook Circle,
Sudbury, MA 01776, or Patty Houpt, 20 Oak Hill Road, Sudbury, MA 01776. Thanks!

Peanut Butter Tree Gifts Due Today

Spreading the love is the goal of Sudbury UMC’s Peanut Butter Giving Tree. Please return unwrapped gifts to
Davison Chapel today, from 9:00 till 9:30 a.m. or during the coffee hour after worship. For more information,
contact Karen Monteiro at kamonteiro@verizon.net or 978-443-4586. Thanks for spreading the love to more than
100 children, teens, and adults!

Need a Babysitter?

Sudbury UMC’s God Squad teens will travel to the Caribbean island of Dominica in April 2008. To raise funds for
their travel and service project there, they are offering babysitting services! If you need a sitter, please contact
Christian Education Director Andy Andrews at 978-443-4351 ext. 208 or andy@sudbury-umc.org.

Club 67 Travels to Overlook Farm Today

At 11:00 a.m. today, 6" and 7" graders, also known as Club 67, will travel to Overlook Farm, headquarters of Heifer
Project International, in Rutland, MA, to see the 1:00 p.m. performance of the “Living Nativity.” There is no charge
for this event but everyone is asked to bring cookies to share. Following the presentation, there will be hay/sleigh
rides and visits to the gift shop where fair trade crafts from around the world are for sale. The field trip will
conclude in Sudbury UMC’s parking lot at approximately 3:00 p.m.

“La Fiesta de la Posada”

When jazz composer and pianist Dave Brubeck wrote La Fiesta de la Posada in 1975, he was following a spiritual
path he had embarked upon as a conscientious objector during World War Il. In 2003, Brubeck confided that war
had convinced him that “something should be done musically to strengthen man’s knowledge of God.” At 9:30 a.m.
on December 16, Sudbury UMC’s choir and musicians will present Brubeck’s Christmas masterpiece. Don’t miss
this opportunity to experience God’s presence through music.



Christmas Eve at Sudbury UMC

Three services of worship will offer members, friends, guests, and neighbors of Sudbury UMC opportunities to
worship the Christ Child on Christmas Eve. At 4:00 p.m. Church School students will present “Las Posadas,” a
dramatic rendition of the Latino Christmas caroling tradition. Later, at 8:00 p.m., Pastor Joel will preach a sermon
titled “Do Not Be Afraid” during a service that will include “Stations of the Nativity,” choral music, carols, and a
candlelight benediction. Finally, Pastor Joel’s Christmas Eve sermon will be followed by a celebration of Holy
Communion during a service that will begin at 11:00 p.m. and conclude at close to midnight. Since seating is
typically tight during these special holiday services, please plan to arrive early to claim the pew of your choice.

Year End Giving

According to the Stewardship and Finance Committee, December is typically the single most important month for
balancing our church’s budget as pledges are fulfilled and year end gifts are received. John Antes, our assistant
financial secretary, reports that $65,750 in giving forecasted by supporters remains to be collected and counted by
the end of December. The quickest way to learn the status of your 2007 pledge is to phone John at 508-358-2571 or
email him at yawdamper@comcast.net. Please do not hesitate to call!




