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First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2007 

 

During the moments before worship begins we invite you to greet those around you and 
to enjoy the warmth for which we wish to be known. For those new to Sudbury United Methodist 
Church there is information about us in the pew pockets as well as a visitor slip which will give 
us information about you. If you have a concern or celebration you would like to have included 
in the morning prayer, please fill out a prayer card which will be collected by the ushers during 
the second hymn. When the prelude begins, let us be in prayer and prepare to worship God. 

 

*indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able 
 

Prelude: “Communion”  Ch. C. Saint -Saens 
 

Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship : (Isaiah 40:3) 
 

 Leader: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord. 
 People: Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 

*Opening Hymn : UMH #567  – “Heralds of Christ”  
 

*Opening Prayer: (General Board of Discipleship, USA, 21st cent., alt.) 
 

 O God, this year we have known disease and we have known war. 
 So many have died, and so many more have mourned. 
 It has been a difficult and terrible time around the world. 
 We thank you for your promise of a time 
  when swords will be exchanged for shovels 
  and when tanks will be replaced by tractors. 
 As we look forward to that promised day 
  when nations will live together in harmony, 
  and when we will learn war no more, 
  teach us your way of peace through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5 
This reading is found on pages 631-632 in the Old Testament. 
 

Advent Wreath Sung Response:  (“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” stanza 4) 
 

 For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 
 when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
 and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
 

Children's Time: “Pill Boxes for Christmas” 
 

Special Music: “O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines” C.M.M. Parry 
  



Guest Speaker: Ms. Linda Spinner 
 

*Hymn of Response: FWS #2213 – “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 

A Time of Fellowship 
 

 Greeting Our Guests 
Concerns and Celebrations 

 Prayers of the People  (Catholic Relief Services, 2003, alt.) 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

    Stewardship Moment 
              The Offertory: “Christmas Lullaby” Karen and Katy Andrews 
 *The Doxology: UMH #94 -“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Holy Communion 
 
 *The Great Thanksgiving: UMH pages 20-22 – “Musical Setting C” 
            *The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever. Amen. 
 
 The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer after Communion   

*Hymn of Commitment: UMH #510 – “Come, Ye Disconsolate” 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing  
 

Postlude: “Prelude in Fugue in A”    D. Buxtehude 
 

Today’s liturgist is Karen Lubic. 
Alison, Ty, and Andrew Herstine light today’s Advent candle. 
This morning’s greeters are Sarah and Jeff Barker, Danny, Kate and Matthew. 
The flowers on the altar have been given by John and Lynne Iberg in loving memory of their 
parents, Lorna and William MacPhee and Helen and Henry Iberg.  



______________________________________________________________________________
Reconciling & Welcoming Statement: The United Methodist Church is a community of 
believers and seekers, with differences in age, class, nationality, race, gender, marital status, 
sexual orientation, abilities, and limitations.  We at SUMC recognize that there are attitudes, 
concerning these diverse characteristics, which violate the integrity of individuals and deny the 
richness of God’s creation.  Therefore we affirm our welcome to all people into our community 
of faith.  We are committed to be a fellowship in which all persons feel a part of our family, 
enabling them to grow in their faith, to be fed by our fellowship, and to contribute their talents to 
the life of the church in its worship, programs, and outreach.  We call the church and society to 
be sensitive to all persons and to advocate programs which attempt to ensure justice for all.  
 
 
Sudbury United Methodist Church   
251 Old Sudbury Road 
Sudbury, Massachusetts 01776  
phones: (978) 443-4351 or (978) 443-6785      fax: (978) 443-3052  
Church Office: sumc@sudbury-umc.org  
website: http://www.sudbury-umc.org 
 
Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Joel Guillemette     pastorjoel@sudbury-umc.org  
Pastor: John W. Nash   pastorjohn@sudbury-umc.org  
Pastor of Visitation: Rev. Richard  Harding   reharding4@juno.com    
Music Director/Organist:  Kevin Murphy 
Sanctuary Choir Director:  Rob Hammerton 
Cherub Choir Director:  Kevin Murphy 
Director Christian Education:  Andy Andrews  
Junior Choir Director:  Rob Hammerton 
Office Manager: Paula Hiltz     paula@sudbury-umc.org 
 
 
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 

 



 Sudbury United Methodist Church 
 

December 2, 2007 
 
Home for the Holidays 
 
Welcome to Sudbury UMC!  We invite our visitors to make our church your spiritual home for the 
holidays.  Help us get to know you by signing your pew’s attendance pad and by introducing yourself 
midway through worship.  We also invite you to join us for coffee and fellowship after worship.  Exit the 
sanctuary by the door near the pulpit, climb three stairs, turn left, and follow the long corridor to the smell 
of coffee and the sound of conversation.  Or stop at our Welcome and Info Station near the front door 
where a host will greet you and answer your questions.  Remember!  Please make yourself at home! 
 
Making a Difference on World AIDS Day 
 
In 2004, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church created the Global AIDS Fund—$1.00 
for each of our denomination’s 8 million members in the United States to provide anti-viral meds for 
those who live with HIV/AIDS and preventative education for those who don’t.  Since Sudbury UMC’s 
current membership is 579, the Social Justice, Health Ministries, and Outreach Commissions urge you to 
use the pill box you have received to give $1.00 for yourself and $1.00 for a member who is not able to be 
present for today’s service.  Following today’s service, please stop by the table in Hawes Hall to meet 
Linda Spinner, our guest speaker, and to obtain information.  
 
Meet Our Guest Speaker 
 
Today’s guest speaker is Linda Spinner, a peer advocate from the Greater New Bedford Community 
Health Center.  The mother of a 34-year-old son and grandmother of two, Ms. Spinner has been living 
with HIV since 1992.  Her many efforts to bring HIV/AIDS awareness to women include working for the 
Masscare program, interpreting services to families, and encouraging their participation in the Family 
Advisory Network and Teen Advisory Network.  Linda founded a New Bedford conference for women 
titled “This Could Never Happen to Me” and is also a member of the consumer advisory board for the 
Greater New Bedford Community Health Center and Project Care.  In her city, she works on World AIDS 
Day events, the local Walk on AIDS and AIDS Awareness Day, and facilitates a Women’s Support 
Group and a Medication Adherence group.  Please welcome Linda Spinner to our pulpit. 
 
Come to the Table 
 
United Methodists believe that all people are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  Our ushers will invite you to 
come to the table by the center aisle.  If walking is difficult, please alert an usher to your need to be 
served in your seat.  We receive by intinction, dipping the morsel of bread (rice cake is available for any 
who are allergic to wheat) into the cup of juice and partaking of both together.  You are welcome at Holy 
Communion regardless of the church where you were baptized.  To ask about Baptism, please speak to 
our pastors. 



Directions to the Family Room 
 
Infants and toddlers are welcome in worship.  Parents who wish to try our Family Room with visual and 
aural access to the sanctuary will find steps leading up to it in both stair wells.  Attendants invite parents 
to stay or will care for children while parents worship.   
 
Large Print Worship Books 
 
For those who prefer large print materials, special copies of The United Methodist Hymnal and The Faith 
We Sing are available.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
Personal Hearing Devices 
 
Personal hearing devices are available for those who might like to try them.  For assistance and directions, 
please speak to one of our ushers. 
 
Two More “Tiny Pigs” Sundays 
 
With just two more Sundays left in Club 67’s “Tiny Pigs” scavenger hunt, $2,279 has been raised so far 
for Heifer Project International.  That’s enough to send nineteen pigs to low-income farmers in the United 
States and around the world.  Our 6th and 7th graders urge you to keep looking for the more than seventy 
handmade pigs now hiding inside our church.  When returned to the “pig pen” in Hawes Hall, owners 
may redeem them for $1.00 and hide them again, if they wish, for another round.  Or, to add a new pig to 
the growing tally, please bring $20 to the Club 67 table no later than December 16. 
 
Bible Studies for Advent 
 
At 12:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in December, an Advent study titled “While We Wait” is being offered in 
the O’Reilly Gathering Room.  Pre-school aged children are welcome to participate in a concurrent 
playgroup in the Mom-Tot Room.  On Mondays at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Joel leads “Mary Had a Baby,” a 
study based on African-American spirituals, in Davison Chapel.  Both Advent studies are open to all who 
wish to attend. 
 
Advent Workshop and Barn Sing 
 
What do you get when you cross holiday craft making with Christmas carols?  Sudbury UMC’s annual 
Advent Workshop and Barn Sing, of course!  On Sunday, December 16, from 3:00 till 4:00 p.m., we will 
gather in Hawes Hall for an Advent Workshop to make holiday crafts, decorate cookies, and trim the 
Christmas tree.  The Barn Sing will follow immediately after the Workshop from 4:00 till 5:00 p.m.  
What is a Barn Sing?  It’s a fun-filled time of fellowship with Christmas carols, snacks, and drinks—but 
no hay!  Please bring cookies to share, if you are able, as well as a blanket or pillow to sit on.  And 
remember to bring a friend!  We look forward to seeing you there!  
 
  



A Day or Evening of Basketball Fun 
 
Beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 20, 2008, the Harlem Globetrotters will appear in 
Springfield, MA, at the Basketball Hall of Fame.  With a 2:30 p.m. autograph session, a 5:15 p.m. 
educational program, and a 7:00 p.m. game at the Mass Mutual Center, ticket holders may enjoy a whole 
day or an evening of fun to support The United Methodist Church’s “Nothing but Nets” campaign.  
Special prices are available through December 15 for tickets purchased through United Methodist 
churches like ours:  $25.00 includes admission to the museum and all Globetrotters events plus a $5.00 
donation to buy one bed net treated to prevent mosquito-borne malaria.  A $30.00 ticket includes a gift of 
$10.00 for two nets.  For campaign information, visit www.nothingbutnets.net.  To reserve tickets for 
yourself or holiday gift giving, please contact Sudbury UMC’s Oscar Harrell at 978-443-3821 or event 
organizer Paul Johnson at Jjohnson3422@charter.net. 
 
Martin Luther King Day Breakfast 
 
The Social Justice and Outreach Commissions invite you to observe Martin Luther King Day by attending 
an 8:00 a.m. prayer breakfast to be held at the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center on Monday, 
January 21.  Five tables seating a total of 50 members and friends from Sudbury UMC and Greenwood 
Memorial UMC have been reserved.  A contribution of $35 will hold your reservation.  Transportation 
from our church parking lot will be provided.  To reserve your seat, please contact Caryl Walsh at 978-
970-1101. 
 
Service of Remembrance 
 
One year after her death, family and friends of Lily Karian will gather in Sudbury UMC’s sanctuary at 
7:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 22, for a service of remembrance.  With music, sacred dance, and 
words of witness all are welcome to thank God for Lily’s life.  
  
“Blue Christmas” Worship on December 19 
 
Does the holiday season bring challenges for you?  Are you grieving the loss of a loved one, a 
relationship, or something else?  Do December’s demands tax you emotionally, spiritually, or physically?  
If so, consider taking part in a “Blue Christmas” service of worship in our sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 19.  By listening to God’s word, offering our prayers, and sharing in Holy 
Communion, we will acknowledge our feelings before God and find God’s comfort and hope.  We will 
also entrust to the branches of the Blue Christmas Tree in our sanctuary special notes bearing our hurts 
and hopes.  On one of the longest nights of the year, as the world turns again toward the light, Sudbury 
UMC’s pastors and Stephen Ministers invite you to take a step closer to Christ. 
 
Magic Years Gathering on December 13 
 
At noon on Thursday, December 13, Sudbury UMC’s retirees will gather in Davison Chapel for a 
delicious lunch prepared by Cathy and John Guiou followed by a program exploring African-American 
Christmas spirituals presented by Pastor Joel.  Join us! 



Who Is Your Neighbor? 
 
Which Sudbury UMC neighbors live closest to you?  Find out by picking up a recently updated Caring 
Network list in the narthex.  What is a Caring Network?  It’s a cluster of neighboring Sudbury UMC 
households that provide a helping hand when illnesses, hospitalizations, or other challenges arise.  If you 
are a newcomer to our church, be sure you are included in a Caring Network by visiting the table by the 
front door.  
 
Church Conference to Meet December 12 
 
At 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 12, the Church Conference will meet in Hawes Hall.  Chaired by 
the Rev. Dr. Ronald V. Wilson, our Central Massachusetts District superintendent, the conference will 
hear reports from the Building Committee regarding construction taking place at 249 Old Sudbury Road.  
The Strategic Planning Task Force will also present the goals that its members will recommend for the 
coming four to six years following a half-day meeting on December 8 with the Church Council and Staff-
Parish Relations Committee.  Salaries for clergy appointed by our bishop in 2008 will also be voted.  
During a Church Conference, all members of our congregation are entitled to both voice and vote.  Please 
mark your calendar and plan to participate. 
 
Staff Christmas Gifts 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee invites contributions to the Christmas gifts to be shared later this 
month with our hard-working staff members.  Please write checks to “Sudbury UMC,” noting “Staff 
Christmas Gift” on the memo line.  Then include your donation with today’s offering or mail it to Karen 
Krone, 64 Meadowbrook Circle, Sudbury, MA 01776, or Patty Houpt, 20 Oak Hill Road, Sudbury, MA 
01776.  Thanks! 
 
Peanut Butter Tree Gifts Due Next Sunday 
 
Spreading the love is the goal of Sudbury UMC’s Peanut Butter Giving Tree.  Please return unwrapped 
gifts to Davison Chapel no later than Sunday, December 9, from 9:00 till 9:30 a.m. or during the coffee 
hour after worship.  During the week, it’s okay to bring gifts to the church office.  Contact Karen 
Monteiro at kamonteiro@verizon.net or 978-443-4586.  Thanks for spreading the love to more than 100 
children, teens, and adults! 
 
Sudbury Vote on Affordable Housing 
 
Sudbury residents will gather at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, December 3, in the auditorium of the Lincoln-
Sudbury High School to hear a recommendation brought by the Board of Selectmen to purchase a seven-
acre parcel on the Boston Post Road for the development of sixteen affordable housing units.  The Board 
recognizes that a segment of Sudbury’s population is “essentially shut out” of the town’s housing market 
though their service as teachers, fire fighters, municipal employees, and other vital occupations is 
necessary for our civic life.  Sudbury UMC’s Social Justice Commission urges eligible voters to attend. 
  



 
Christmas Altar Flowers 

 
The Flower Committee invites you to purchase a POINSETTIA or a RED/WHITE 
AMARYLLIS in honor or memory of loved ones to brighten the altar in our 
sanctuary this Christmas. Jen Gero, the committee’s chairperson, will take your 
order, your dedication, and your payment of $11.00 for each plant in Hawes Hall 
after worship concludes on Sunday December 9 and Sunday December 16. Plants 
may be claimed after the 9:30am service on December 30. 
 
Donor’s Names_____________________________________________________ 
Phone Number______________________________________________________ 
Total Poinsettias______________________________________________x$11.00 
Total Amaryllis_______________________________________________x$11.00 
Total Donation Enclosed $____________________________________________ 
 
 
Given in Memory of: 
 
Given in Honor of: 
 
 
 
________     will take plant home on December 30. 
________    will donate plant for homebound recipient.  

 


