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Sudbury United Methodist Church



Blue Christmas
December 19, 2007

Welcome to this Blue Christmas, a time when we can acknowledge with others the “blue”
feelings we have, and the reasons we have them, before offering them to God. For some, the
prospect of Christmas can feel overwhelming. The light of day is short and the darkness of night
is long. Loneliness, longing, pain, and sadness are our companions as we walk the road that leads
to Bethlehem. But we are not alone. We have each other. And we have Emmanuel, God with us.

* indicates worshippers may stand, as they are able

Prelude: “Come, You Savior of the People” J. S. Bach
*Call to Worship: (Selections from Psalm 22)

Leader: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
People: Why are you so far from helping me,

so far from the words of my groaning?
Leader: O my God | cry out by day, but you do not answer:
People: I cry out by night, but I find no rest.
Leader: In you our ancestors trusted.
People: They trusted you and you delivered them.
Leader: To you they cried, and were saved,;
People: In you they trusted, and were not disappointed.
Leader: Since my mother bore me, you have been my God.
People: Do not be far from me, for trouble is near

and there is none to help.
Leader: When we cry out to God, God hears us. Thanks be to God!

*Hymn of Praise: UMH #211 — “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 1,2,5 & 6)

*Qpening Prayer: (Ann Weems, USA, 21% cent., alt.)

Amazing Counselor, Prince of Wholeness,

some of us walk into Advent tethered to our unresolved yesterdays,

the pain still stabbing, the hurt still throbbing.
l't s not that we don’t know better;

it s jusctan'htatstwend up anymore by ou
On our way to Bethlehem, Strong and Eternal God,

will you give us a hand? Amen.



Hebrew Bible Reading: Isaiah 9: 1-6
This reading is found on page 638 in the Old Testament.

Special Music: “I Wonder as I Wander” Appalachian, trad./Kevin Murphy, soloist

*Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 1-7
This reading is found on page 58 in the New Testament.

Homily: “The First Christmas”
*Hymn of Response: UMH #521 — “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
Prayers of the People: (Rev. June Maffin, 21* cent., alt.)

Leader: Merciful Lord,
People: Hear our prayer
(a silence will be kept)

Response: UMH #205 - “Canticle of Light And Darkness” (Response 2)
An Offering of Our Hurts and Hopes

Included with your worship materials is a Blue Christmas Tree ornament on
Which you are invited to write the hurt or the hope that brought you to tonight’s
service. When you are ready, please bring the ornament to the tree and place it
on a branch. You may also choose to light a candle to symbolize a prayer or a
promise. Finally, you may return to your seat, or you may choose to kneel at the
altar rail where a Pastor or a Stephen Minister will meet you to administer
anointing oil and prayer.

Special Music: “O Little Town of Bethlehem ” arr. Romer/Steve Perkins, soloist

Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving: UMH pages 20-22 — “Musical Setting C”



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

The Giving of the Bread and Cup

Prayer after Communion

*Closing Hymn: FWS #2199 — “Stay with Us”

*Dismissal with Blessing

Postlude: “Come, You Savior of the People” Buxtehude
Our liturgists for this Blue Christmas service of worship are Richard Smith and John Fraize.
Our Stephen Ministers for tonight’s service are:

Sandy Cheney

Linda Cooper

John Fraize

Lee Goodstone

Diane Hammond

Marsha Slayton

Richard Smith

Please feel free to stay in the sanctuary as long as you need after the service.
There will be drinks and refreshments available following worship.



